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ÅDefinitions/Review

ÅSUNY Oneonta campus survey on relationship violence 

ÅOur new power & control wheel 

ÅHow the resultant data was used in the development 

of a poster campaign 

Å Other prevention activities.



Definition of Domestic Violence 

(DV)/Intimate Partner Violence (IPV)

Domestic violence is a pattern of 
assaultive and coercive behaviors, 

including physical, sexual, and 
psychological attacks, as well as 
economic coercion, that adults or 

adolescents use against their intimate 
partners in order to maintain power 

and control.



Statistics

National Violence Against Women Survey:

MPM-More IPV than men who couple with female 

23%/7%

WPW-Less IPV than women who couple with male

11%/22%

Few studies exist that measure the extent and 
nature of IPV within specific LGBT groups.



Facts About Intimate Partner Violence

Å22% of women assaulted by partner in lifetime

ÅIPV  leading cause of injury to women 15-44

Å50% of homeless women are fleeing IPV

Å80% of women on public assistance are IPV 

survivors

ÅPeople of any race, age, ethnicity, socio-

economic

status can be victims

Costs-$3-5 billion in medical costs from IPV, $100 

million in lost wages



Types of Abuse

ÅPhysical

ÅSexual

ÅVerbal

ÅFinancial or economic

ÅPsychological or emotional

ÅHeterosexist control (threatening to ñoutò 

an individual to employees, friends, family)



Types of Abuse (contôd)

ÅThreatening to hurt individual, their family, 

friends, or pets

ÅThreatening to kill themselves to control others 

behavior

ÅIsolation or restriction of freedom

ÅIntimidation

ÅMinimizing or denying that abuse has occurred

ÅBlaming others for abusive behavior

ÅStalking



Indicators of Abuse

ÅHesitant, evasive presentation

ÅFlashbacks/Nightmares

ÅUndiagnosed somatic complaints

ÅSexual or gynecologic problems

ÅAnxiety/Depression/Changes in Mood

ÅChanges in Social Patterns/Isolation



Indicators of Abuse (contôd)

ÅSubstance Use

ÅDiscomfort with Physical Contact

ÅRepeated injuries or those difficult to 

account for as accidental

ÅInjuries during pregnancy

ÅReluctance to speak to those in authority

ÅSuicidal attempts or homicidal assaults



Abuserôs Behavior

ÅBullying or verbally abusive public behavior

ÅFleeing with the children

ÅSexual or physical abuse of the children

ÅJealous accusations of the victimôs sexual 
infidelity

ÅPublic docility and respectability and private 
aggression by the batterer

ÅStatements which put down their partner and/or 
denigrate in general

ÅMay be ñextremely attentiveò to partner



Similarities

ÅNo one deserves to be abused

ÅAbuse can be physical, sexual, emotional, 

psychological, and be verbal or behavior 

used to coerce, threaten, or humiliate

ÅAbuse often occurs in a cyclical fashion

ÅAbuse often occurs and is most dangerous 

when one partner in a relationship seeks 

to leave



Similarities (contôd)

ÅThe purpose of abuse is to maintain power an 
control over oneôs partner

ÅThe abused partner feels alone, isolated, and 
afraid, and is usually convinced that the abuse is 
somehow his or her fault and could have been 
avoided if he or she knew what to do.

ÅA pattern of violence or behaviors exists when 
one seeks to control the thoughts, beliefs, or 
conduct of their intimate partner, or to punish 
their partner for resisting their control



Differences

ÅEmotional abuse may be to be outed at 
work or school, or to family or friends 
(roommate, sorority or fraternity, athletic 
team, etc.)

ÅIt is frequently incorrectly assumed that 
LGBT abuse must be ñmutualò

ÅVictims often believe that in order to use 
existing services (shelters, support groups, 
crisis line) that they must lie or hide the 
gender of the batterer



Differences (contôd)

ÅLGBT victims are often not as financially tied to 
their partner, which can be a benefit if they 
decide to end the relationship.  If their lives are 
financially intertwined, there is no legal process 
to assist in making sure assets are evenly 
divided (a process which exists for married 
couples)

ÅTelling heterosexuals about battering in an 
LGBT relationship can reinforce the myth that 
many believe that LGBT relationships are 
inherently dysfunctional.



Differences (contôd)

ÅEncountering sexism and homophobia.  LGBT 
people of color who are battered also face 
racism

ÅLGBT survivors may not know other LGBT 
survivors, meaning that leaving the abuser could 
result in total isolation

ÅIf the LGBT community is small, it is likely that 
everyone the survivor knows will know of their 
abuse.  Sides are taken and support may be 
difficult to find.  Anonymity may not be an option.  
Many heterosexual survivors can start a new life 
for themselves within the same city.



Heterosexism

The belief that heterosexuality is ñbetterò or 

ñnormalò and that homosexuality is ñsickò 

or ñimmoralò.

Institutionalized heterosexism is societal 

laws, customs, and institutions that 

privilege heterosexual relationships and 

disadvantage LGBT relationships.



Barriers to Safety and Reporting

ÅLegal Issues

ïNYS Definition of Family

ïNYS Mandatory Arrest Laws

ïProperty Issues

ïCustody Issues

ïOthers??



Barriers to Safety and Reporting

ÅSocial/Financial

ïHeterosexism

ïDenial of partner abuse by mainstream 

community and LGBT community

ïOuting

ïLack of family support

ïRisk losing employment

ïSexual identity is justification for abuse

ïOthers??



Barriers to Safety and Reporting

ÅCommunity Services

ïAre existing community services meeting the 

needs of LGBT survivors of abuse?

ïAre existing community services safe for 

LGBT survivors of abuse?

ïIs the criminal justice system a safe place to 

access help?

ïMistrust of community systems



Challenges for Same-sex IPV Victims 

Seeking Assistance

ÅService providers may not know how to 

proceed.

ÅLegal protections are different.

ÅBarriers result in increased danger for 

same-sex victims.



ÅThe Power & Control Wheel provides a visual tool to 

describe and categorize abusive behaviors within a 

relationship into eight categories. 

ÅThe original wheel was developed in 1984 by the 

Duluth Domestic Abuse Intervention Project. 

ÅOver the last two decades, the wheel has undergone 

numerous modifications to accommodate the needs of 

those outside the traditional belief that domestic 

violence only victimized older, married women. 



The Old 

Power & 

Control 

Wheel

Can college 

students 

remotely relate 

to this?



A 

subsequent 

teen dating 

wheel

Again, can 

college 

students 

remotely relate 

to this?

Does this 

reflect their 

experience?

Arenôt they all 

experts in 

minimize/deny/

blame?



Domestic violence, interpersonal violence, partner 
violence and intimate violence are all terms used to 
describe the violence that occurs between two people in 
an intimate relationship. 

The terminology varies with the research source. 
However, the term òdomestic violenceó carries a 
connotation of a married, heterosexual couple. 

Due to the climate of a college campus, the term 
òrelationship violenceó was chosen to be all 
encompassing of the relationship types experienced by 
this cohort.



The Process

In the Fall 2006 semester, Office of Health Education 
intern, Michele Passonno, designed and administered an 
online survey on relationship violence to 517 students on 
the SUNY Oneonta campus. 

In the previous semester, Ms. Passonno had been funded 
by a on-campus student research grant process. Funds 
paid for a subscription to Survey Monkey, an iPod to 
raffle off as an incentive and advertising. 

Faculty supporters were enlisted to help advertise to 
students, some offered bonus points, one even assigned 
it as homework in a class on surveying.



The Definitions Used

Intimate Partner:a boyfriend or girlfriend

Non-Intimate Partner:relationships that are anything 

other than boyfriend/girlfriend type relationships. These 

include, for example, family members, friends, 

roommates, teammates, co-workers, etc.

Bystander Violence:This does not relate to your personal 

victimization, but rather to victimization to others that 

you have witnessed.



Ån=517

ÅMale=28.6%

Female=71.4%

ÅFreshman=11%

Sophomore=17.4%

Junior=24.4%

Senior=25.7%

Other=6.8%



Are your intimate 

partners:

Male 

Responders 

Female 

Responders 

Male 1.7 % 93.4%

Female 94.9 % 3.6 % 

Both Male & Female 3.4 % 3.0 % 



Alcohol/Drugs & Violence Perceptions

ÅHave you ever blamed your behavior on your use of alcohol/illicit drugs? 

(36.2%)

ÅHas someone that you know ever blamed their behavior on alcohol/illicit 

drugs? (60.2%)

ÅIs it easier for you to get mad at or physically attack your intimate partner or 

someone else you know after you've been drinking/drugging? (24.6%)

ÅHave you found it easier to say hurtful things toward your intimate partner or 

others after you've been drinking/drugging? (37.0%)

ÅHas someone ever gotten you drunk and/or drugged in order to have sex with 

you (13.3%)

ÅDo you know of someone who has been drunk/drugged by someone else in 

order to have sex? (29.8%)

ÅDo you know of someone who has been raped, regardless of whether 

alcohol/drugs were involved? (37.1%)



Intimate Partner Violence Experienced by Males



Intimate Partner Violence Experienced by Females


